The Challenge of Diversity
I. Introduction

1. Today in the United States, a social experiment that began in the early nineteenth century is continuing: the development of a truly multicultural and multiethnic society. Immigrants continue to follow into the country; in the 1990s alone, over 3.9 million settled in New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Miami and Chicago. As an illustration of the increasing cultural diversity of these areas, consider the following statistics. In 2003, San Francisco country reported that forty-five languages other than English were spoken natively by students in the country’s schools. Increasingly, only an estimated 3 percent of these students were of European origin; the large majority were from Asia and Latin America.
2. Such ethnic diversity will be an even more significant of life in the United States as the twenty first century progresses. If recent immigration and population patterns persist, the total Asian and Hispanic population will rise from its 2003 level of approximately 52 million to 96 million by 2030. By the same year, according to government estimates, Asians and Hispanics will make up 26 percent of the total population, up from 17 percent in 2003.
3. The experiment in the multiculturalism, however, is controversial. Its supporters point to the country’s history as a nation of immigrants and argue that cultural and ethnic diversity has always been a source of strength in the American society. Opinion polls, for example, repeatedly show that large numbers of Americans believe that immigration has benefited the country. However, many others are opposed to continuing the experiment. They feel that present government policies will inevitable lead to the development of large ethnic groups who are not interested in becoming part of the national community. The presence of such groups, according to the opponents of multiculturalism, could over time, result in social disorder and ultimately the disintegration of society. To see the potential dangers of encouraging diversity, they argue, we need only look at recent history in the former Yugoslavia, where a once-multicultural society disintegrated during years of ethnic hostility, violence, and civil war.
4. Because of the emotion produced by this controversy, there is clearly a need for rational analysis of ethnic and cultural diversity in the United States. As a first in providing such analysis, this article identifies immigration policy as the main factor behind the present level of diversity. It then evaluates the justification for some common worries about immigration before identifying the real problems associated with the issue. Finally, it offers suggestions on how these problems might be addressed.

II. The Origin of U.S. Diversity
5. The most significant and most obvious factor behind the growth of cultural diversity in the United States is, of course, the country’s immigration policy. Immigration policy, in turn, reflects the political and social thinking of the period during which the policy came into existence. 
6. Between 1921 and 1965, immigration was controlled by laws favoring newcomers from Europe and placing obstacles in the way of immigration from elsewhere. The laws also restricted the annual number of immigrants to approximately150,000. The result was a considerable decline in the flow of immigrants, down from the enormous numbers of the period 1880-1920, and a U.S. population that remain almost completely European in origin
7. For forty years, this immigration policy was not effectively challenging. in the 1960s, however, the United States was changing. By then, many Americans had become aware of the discrimination suffered by African Americans and the need to make some discrimination illegal. The public’s awareness caused politicians to realize that the civil rights of all racial minorities would be protected; this realization, in turn, led naturally to a reexamination of the contemporary laws. In their preference of the European immigrants, the laws were obvious examples of the discrimination that many immigrants were beginning to reject. 
8. In 1965, Congress approved major changes of laws governing immigration. The new law eliminated the system giving preference to European and discriminating against other nationalities. At the same time, it raised the annual number of legal immigrants to 290,000, and established a  new principle for U.S. immigration- family reunification. Under the principle, priority was giving to admitting immediate family numbers of recent immigrants. 
9. Later changes to the 1965 immigration law had the effect of increasing the number of people who could be admitted annually. From 1980, refugees were no longer considered immigrants and a 20,000 per-country limited was established worldwide. Ten years later, the annual limit of immigrant visas was increased to 675,000, including a total of 140,000 for people who had specific job skills that would immediately benefit the U.S. economy. 
10. The 1965 immigration law and its later adjustments has an enormous impact on the volume an ethnic character of immigration. In the last three decades of the century, the overall immigration rate almost doubled. Close to 31 million legal immigrants entered the country- almost as many as 32 million who arrived between 1900 and 1960. In the new total, the proportion of Europeans averaged 19 percent, a significant decline from the 70 percent in the earlier period. At the same time, the proportion of immigrants from Latin America and the Caribbean climbed from 13 percent to 45 percent of total U.S. immigration, while Asian immigration rose from 4 percent to 34 percent of the total.

III. Immigration: Perceptions and Attitudes  
11. Throughout U.S. history, there has always been some degree of hostility to immigrants, especially if they arrive in large enough numbers to attract the attention of American-born citizens or even of earlier immigrants. Some proportion of public opinion- local, regional, and national- has looked with disfavor on Catholics Jews, on Germans, Swedes, Italians, Chinese, Cubans, Mexicans, and other groups. Since the continuing opposition to immigration probably due to fears about how it might change U.S. society for the worse, two questions suggest themselves: 1. what are these fears? 2. How justified are such fears today?
12. One recurrent fear is that Americans take jobs away from native-born workers, a belief that is shared by 53 percent of the Americans, according to 1990 poll. Since immigrants are willing to work for lower wages, the charge goes, employers lay off native-born workers and hire immigrants in their place. This allegation is often combined with the charge that new comers immediately go on government assistance and remain dependent on welfare payments for a long period of time. Thus, the argument goes, they take more out of the economy than they ever contribute to it. 
13. Is there objective evidence that the charges outlined in the preceding paragraph are warranted? Empirical studies have not provided a conclusive answer to the question of whether immigrants are a cost or a benefit to the economy. On the one hand, some researchers conclude that newcomers are a burden in the economy because they are more likely to use welfare and to displace native- born unskilled workers. On the other hand, other researchers claim that these negative conclusions are unwarranted. Their number show that the economy profits from immigrants. 
14. Another charge traditionally directed at immigrants is that they are unwilling to assimilate and to become part of the U.S. society. As evidence for this, opponents cite the tendency of immigrants to settle in their ethnic neighborhoods- in Chinatowns, Little Saigons, Manilatowns, and Koreatowns of major U.S. cities. Further evidence may be provided by the language behavior of first generation immigrants: they continue to use their native languages and thus to be demonstrating unwillingness to learn English. 
15. To assess the validity of this charge, we need to recognize the evidence that seems to support it and provide additional evidence that the critics of immigration have ignored. It is true that new immigrants tend to settle in their ethnic neighborhoods. It is a mistake to conclude, however, that the newcomers therefore have no interest in becoming part of the American society. The same tendency did not prevent Italian, Germans, Swedes, European Jews, or other immigrant groups from completing the process of assimilation. In fact, the ethnic neighborhoods of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were a positive factor in immigrants’ adjustment to life in the United States. They enabled adults to supportive social life country. Just as important, these communities offered a network of contacts through which newcomers learned about employment opportunities that would make them productive, contributing members of their new nation. By helping their residents establish themselves, the European neighborhoods and communities supported the ultimate assimilation of immigrant families into the mainstream of the American life. There is every reason to believe that Asian and Latin neighborhood will do the same thing for today’s newcomers.
16. It is also true that new arrivals to the United States continue to use their native language. Again, however, it is an error to conclude that their children and grandchildren will live outside the mainstream, English-speaking society. Research has shown that immigrant communities typically take generations to complete language shift, the process by which a group takes a different language as their native language. Usually, first- generation adult immigrants acquire some English, but few master the language. Their children, educated mostly in U.S. schools, are typically bilingual in English and their parents’ native language, although their abilities in that language may be limited. The third generation, the grandchildren of the original immigrants, are typically monolingual English speakers. With a few exceptions, the pattern was followed by the European immigrants of the nineteenth and the twentieth centuries. A similar pattern is visible in recent immigrant communities in which the language behavior of two or three generations can be studied. 
17. According to the historical evidence from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, full assimilation into mainstream American society, like language shift, takes time to complete. If we ignore this fact, we might conclude that their children and grandchildren will continue to speak imperfect English and lead lives separate from the mainstream. That conclusion, however, would be wrong. 
18. In fact, the available evidence shows that, like earlier immigrants, recent newcomers are learning English and slowly assimilating into mainstream society. Although American-born children or grandchildren of European immigrants have retained some parts of their native culture, they are now fully integrated into American life. U.S. society, for its part, has been enriched by the immigrants who have contributed to it. Similarly, we can expect today’s immigrant families to become full members of tomorrow’s society and to add something of their culture to it.
IV. The Challenge
19. The preceding section has demonstrated that some of the fears about modern immigration are the result of misperceptions and misinterpretations of immigrant behavior. However, it would be mistake to assume that cultural diversity is a problem-free. The truth is that immigration, as well as being of long- term benefit to U.S. society, has the potential to create its own immediate problems or to worse existing ones. Immigration raises complex issues that must be considered an brings real challenges that must be addressed. 
20. One of these issues is how to avoid he unintended consequences of admitting skills and unskilled workers from overseas in order to satisfy the immediate demands f the country’s economy. The Unites States has large numbers of people living in poverty because they are poorly educated, sometimes illiterate, and without marketable skills. Resentment among members of this group, sometimes called the underclass, will increase as they watch immigrants achieve what they cannot-success and acceptance into mainstream society. This despair and resentment can only hurt the nation. 
21. A second problem results from the tendency of the immigrants to settle disproportionately in a few areas of the United States. As a consequence of this tendency, the cost of providing services to immigrants falls disproportionately on a limited number of the communities. To cover the costs of providing the additional services, the local or state government responds in one or both two ways: raise taxes and/or reduce the level of the services enjoyed of the community. Either response has the potential to create a negative reaction against immigrants. By 2002, for example,  citizens in the three states had voted to end state and local funding for bilingual education, which serves mostly the children of the first generation immigrants. 

22.  A third problem is that the number of illegal, immigrants into the united states has been growing since the late 1970s. by 2002, according to government estimates, there were 6 million illegal immigrants in the country and the number was increasing by 275,000 per year. The publicity given to illegal immigration affects American perceptions of immigration. In a poll conducted in 2001, 53 percent of those responding mistakenly believed that  most people entering the United States so illegally. Such a belief must be inevitably affect public attitudes toward legal immigrants.

23. What these problems have in common is their obvious potential to produce, in the native born population, hostility and resentment toward immigrants. In the past, such feelings have led to violence between native-born and foreign born groups, especially in places where immigrant number were high and during times of economic hardship. Violence between native –born Americans and immigrants, for example, broke out in New York City in 1850s after a rapid increase in the Irish population of the city. Such reactions could occur again if we do nothing to address the circumstances that produce them.

V.  Responding to the Challenge 
24. This analysis of the problem associated with immigration suggests that at least three steps are necessary if there is to be a relatively smooth transition to a more diverse society in the United States in the twenty-first century. 
25. Two of the issues we have identified have fairly obvious solutions. First, to address the problem of a large underclass that is potentially resentful to the success of newcomers, the federal government should offer programs of education and training, in order to integrate as many of this underclass as possible into American society. In this way, resentment against immigrants will be minimized, and the potential for tension and violence between ethnic and racial groups will be significantly reduced. 

26. Second, to ease the financial burden on areas where immigrants disproportionately settle, Congress should direct sufficient federal funds to these areas to cover the costs of providing services to the newcomers. In this way, native -born residents will have less justification for complaining that their tax dollars are being spent for the benefit of the strangers.

27. Addressing the problem of illegal immigration is a much more difficult task. The Unites States shares with a long border with Mexico, where economic conditions cause many people to risk crossing the border illegally in order to feed their families. Stopping the flow of such immigrants will be impossible until the social and the economic conditions creating it no longer exist. However, the flow can be reduced with better border security and increased identification of U.S. businesses that break the law by hiring illegal immigrants. 
28. In the United States of the twenty century, the immigrant and the native-born communities need time to learn about each other. This is not new. In the past, successive generations of immigrant families were changed by society and, at the same time, helped to change society. The three steps suggested supported the process today. By making ethnic hostility less likely, they help produce conditions in which understanding and acceptance can replace ignorance and tolerance. The result should a more fully integrated multiethnic.
Answer the following questions according to the article.
1. Circle the correct answer 
The main idea of paragraph I is 

a. Public opinion in the United States is divided on the issue of multiculturalism
b. The united States is continuing the process of becoming a multi ethnic society

c. Immigration laws were changed to prevent immigration

(5 points)

2. Between 1921 and 1965, U.S. immigration laws were biased in favor of non-Europeans. 

True/False 
(2points)

Justification:  between 1921 and 1965, immigration was controlled by laws favoring newcomers from Europe and placing obstacles in the way of immigration from elsewhere)

(3 points)

3. Complete the following sentence according to paragraph 2

The United States of the future will be even more---------------

-------------------------------------------------------ethnically and culturally diverse than it is today)

(3 points)

4. This diagram shows the process of cause and effect that ended in the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965. Reread paragraph 7, then complete the diagram with sentences A-D. Write the correct letter in each box

A. The 1965 act removed the bias in favor of Europeans and against people from other parts of the world
B. people began to reconsider the existing immigration policy

C. U.S. society became aware of the discrimination suffered by African Americans.

D. Politicians and the public came to believe that the rights of all ethnic minorities needed legal protection
(4 points)

5. Answer the following question by filling in the missing words (paragraph 10)
There was an ------------------  increase in the -------------------- of immigrants from ---------------- and ---------------
(4 points)

6. What is the main idea off paragraph 11

------------------------------------------------------------- In the U.S. history, many new groups of immigrants have been met with hostility)

(4 points)

7. What does the phrase ‘one current fear’ (paragraph 12) refer to?

----------------------------------------------- immigrants take jobs away from native-born workers) 

( 3 points)

8. Match each of the following idea to its paragraph. Write the number of the paragraph in the blank. (Paragraph 15-18)
------- A.  If people ignore the fact that assimilation and language shift take time, they may wrongly conclude that today’s immigrant families will not become part of American society.( par. 17)
--------B.  Research on language shift show that first generation immigrants may continue to use their native languages but that their children or grandchildren will be native speakers in English.(par16)
-------C. there is already evidence that contemporary immigrant, like the earlier European arrivals, are assimilating into U.S. society. (par 18)
---------D. because ethnic neighborhoods helped the assimilation of earlier European immigrants, we can reasonably assume that today’s ethnic neighborhoods will do the same for today’s immigrants. (par 15)
(4 points)

9. What does the word ‘conclusion’ (par 17) refer to?
--------------------------------- that the children and grandchildren of today’s first-generation immigrants will continue to speak imperfect English and lead lives separate from the mainstream)

(3 points)

10. It is clearly demonstrated that immigration causes no problems for U.S. society. True/ False (section IV)

(2 points)

11. In paragraph 23, why does the writer use the example of the nineteenth- century violence in New York between immigrants and native-born Americans? 
a. To show that relations between these two groups are now better than in the nineteenth century

b. To illustrate how difficult life could be for immigrants

c. To show that bad feelings toward immigrants can lead to more serious social problems.
d. To show that racial and ethnic prejudice existed in the nineteenth-century.

(4 points)

12. Complete the cause and effect diagram according to paragraph 25( we reduce the possibility of ethnic tension and violence)
(4 points)


13. The writer believes that native-born Americans and immigrants will influence and change each other in time. True/false(true)
(3 points)
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We provide effective programs to educate and train the underclass





Members of the underclass become a real part of U.S society


























